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NAHB Urges Congress to Ease Regulatory Burdens to

Help Housing Affordability
The best way to ease the nation’s housing
affordability crisis is for policymakers to
eliminate excessive regulations that are
preventing builders from increasing the
housing supply, the National Association of
Home Builders (NAHB) told Congress.

Testifying at a congressional panel hearing
focusing on housing affordability, Buddy
Hughes, chairman of NAHB and a home
builder and developer from Lexington, N.C.,
said that in order to ease housing
constraints for home buyers and renters, it
is imperative to eliminate excessive
regulations that hinder the construction of
new homes and apartments.

“Regulations account for nearly 25% of the
cost of a single-family home and more than
40% of the cost of a typical apartment
development,” said Hughes. “The time and
costs associated with complying with a
multitude of government regulations can be
significant for small- and medium-sized
builders and ultimately limit housing
supply.”

Increased regulations, including overly
stringent mandatory energy code
requirements, are impeding the ability of
builders to boost housing production. In
particular, Hughes cited an April 2024 final
determination by HUD and the USDA that
required new single-family and multifamily
homes financed by these agencies to comply
with the 2021 International Energy
Conservation Code (IECC) or ASHRAE. The
Trump Administration has delayed the
effective date for both single-family and
multifamily housing until May 2026.

“NAHB urges Congress and the
administration to prohibit HUD and USDA
from enforcing a minimum energy standard
that increases housing costs during a
nationwide affordability crisis,” said Hughes.
“We also urge policymakers to respect state
and local authority over code adoption and
to reject mandates that most states have not
determined are appropriate for their
communities.”

For multifamily projects with federal
assistance, a key challenge for builders and
developers is the requirement to source
domestically for construction.

“While our members try to use products
made within the U.S.,, it's not always practical
because of price or availability,” said Hughes.
“Multifamily housing needs an exemption
from this requirement to help avoid
construction delays and additional costs.”

Hughes also cited labor regulations such as
the Davis-Bacon Act, which add to housing
costs by requiring prevailing wage rates for
construction projects. These are based on
union wage rates that do not reflect local
market conditions. On top of higher labor
costs, builders face extensive paperwork,
weekly payroll certifications, and compliance
risks. Even a minor or technical mistake can
result in major financial penalties.

“NAHB looks forward to working with
policymakers to enact sensible regulatory
reforms to help break the rising housing cost
curve and allow builders to produce more
attainable, affordable housing,” said Hughes.



NEW MEMBERS

Mitchell Foster, Truist
William Spencer, The Real Estate Firm
Alex Schleider, Elite Carpet Cleaning Restoration
Darcy Ringer, SweetCabins

Erik Pauley, Three Reasons Painting & Restoration

HBAGC

Membership Dinner
Tuesday, February 17

6:00pm

Carver Career & Technical Education Center

4799 Midland Drive Charleston 25306
I-64E to US 60E, exit 96; continue on 60E for 4 miles

I

Buffet Dinner prepared
by culinary students

S

RSVP derotty@hbage.org
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2026 Board of Directors

Officers

President - Welford Haines*
Ferguson Enterprises

Vice President - Brad Cunic
House Doctors

Associate Vice President - Matt Aldridge*
IKO Industries

Treasurer - Jason Staats*
Rollins, Cleavenger & Rollins CPAs

Secretary - Barbara Rucker
Poca Valley Bank

Area Vice President - John Lee
Secure Construction

Immediate Past President - Bob Ritenour*

Bob's Basic System
Directors
Joe Camp 84 Lumber
Zach Crede Crede Lawn & Landscaping

Tim Cunningham* Cunningham Electrical Service
Robert Dorsey* L.R. Dorsey Inc.
Jack Grimm Caldwell - Garlow Insurance
Shannon Hudnall Truist
John Kopyscianski* Builders FirstSource
Connie Marshall* Encova Insurance
Duncan McClung Almost Heaven Building
Steve Michael* Quality Construction
Dale Oxley* Modern Home Concepts
Greg Paxton* Mr. Handyman of Kanawha Valley
Stephanie Ramsey TTLC Merchant Solutions
Ron Spencer

J.D. Stricklen*
Steve Zubrzycki*

Stricklen Realty
East Coast Tees

Donna Crotty, Executive Officer

*Life Director

Upcoming Events
February 3

Membership Mixer
Nexstar Media Group | WOWK
Ferguson

February 17
Membership Dinner
Carver Career & Technical Center

February 17-19
International Business Show (IBS)
Orlando, FL

March 10
Membership Mixer
Tim Hogans Design Gallery

March 17
HBAGC Board Meeting

April 10-11-12
West Virginia Home Show
Charleston Convention Center

April 25
HBAWV Spring Meeting
Cedar Lakes

April 30
Membership Mixer
Nitro Carpet Outlet & Design Center

May 19
HBAGC Board Meeting

May 21

Membership Mixer
In Stitches Embroidery

June TBD

Membership Mixer
Poca Valley Bank



HENRY E. KING SCHOLARSHIP
2026 - 2027 Application is now open

The Home Builders Association of Greater Charleston established the scholarship in
1990 in honor of Henry E. King, a member of our association for many years. He was
a compassionate individual who touched so many lives.

The scholarship is administered by the Greater Kanawha Valley Foundation and is
open to our companies who have been members for at least one full year . . .
owners, employees and their immediate family members who are enrolled part time
or full time in an accredited college/university or vocational/trade school training
program.

+ May use for tuition, books and tools required for trade.

*  Minimum GPA 2.5 on a 4.0 scale.

+ Priority given to dependent children of qualified owners or employees.
+  Two $2000 grants available per year

Information and application process available at tgkvf.org.

NAHB NAHB Member
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HBAGC HOMEBUILDERS ASSOCIATION

TER CH

* Director **Life Director

BUILDERS
AB Contracting Allen Bell
Al Marino, Inc. Jay Marino

Alford Foundation & Crawl Space Repair Chris Alford

Alltek Environmental Services Tom Mayes

Almost Heaven Building Company Duncan McClung*

B J Builders Sandy Dunn

Bailey Hardwoods Owen Bailey

Best Electric Meredith Thomas

Builders FirstSource John Kopyscianski*™*
Builders FirstSource Ron Spencer”

Burdette Realty Improvement Jon Burdette
Calendar Construction Matt Weston

Classic Construction Chase Ward

CLS Properties Chris Osborne

C R Damron Electric C R Damron

Crede Lawn & Landscaping Zach Crede*
Cunningham Electrical Service Tim Cunningham™*
D.G.'s Construction Damon Grose

Dave Hobba Builder Dave Hobba

Edmunds Excavation & Building Sharon Edmonds
Elk River Design Michael Moore

Elk Valley Electric Craig White

Ferguson Enterprises Welford Haines™*
GDW Gerry Workman

General Building Supply Steve Waggoner
House Doctors Brad Cunic*

Independence Power Brian Crawford

J & R Creations Randy Allio

JDB Contracting Duncan Buchko

L.R. Dorsey, Inc. Robert Dorsey**
Landscaping by Hillcrest Tom Scarberry
MAJO LLC Mason Weese

Meadow Ridge Construction Chris Deweese
Modern Home Concepts Dale Oxley**
Mountaineer Glass Jeff Goins

Mr. Handyman of Kanawha Valley Greg Paxton™
Paving Solutions Cathy Rollyson

P P&J Structures & General Contracting Dave Thompson

Quality Construction Steve Michael**

R D Developers Ron DeTemple

Rainbow International Ray Bird

RC General Contractors Greg Casdorph

Reed’s Home Solutions Josh Reed

Riverscapes Qutdoor Living & Excavation Josh Humphreys
Secure Construction John Lee*

SERVPRO North Kanawha & Teays Valley Tim McDaniel
St. Albans Windows Manufacturers Rob Withrow

Steorts Home Design & Construction Jason Steorts
Stricklen Realty J. D. Stricklen**

SweetCabins Darcy Ringer

The Real Estate Firm William Spencer

TJC Home Improvement Terry Mayhew

Ward Communities Earl Robinson

Window World of Kanawha Mary Morris

ASSOCIATES DO BUSINESS
84 Lumber Joe Camp*
Joe Fralic R

of

Wayne Hanlin g

Maven Meadows @
Shawn Montgomery i 6\,\6’#
Chris Prasad WITH A MEMBER
Lucas Smith

A & P Plumbing Brandon Hunt
Alpha Innovations John Lovejoy

Appalachian Metal Fabricating Jim Namey
Arthur Krenzel & Lett Insurance Group Craig Lett
Better Homes & Garden Real Estate Central Michelle Wilson
Bob's Basic System Bob Ritenour™

Budget Blinds of Teays Valley Richard Shell
Burke & Herbert Bank Brett Knapp

Burke & Herbert Bank Shannon Hudnall*
Caldwell Insurance Agency Jack Grimm*

Chilly Willy's Heating & Cooling Scott Wilson
City of Charleston Billy Smith

Cooper’s Painting & Remodeling Jeff Cooper
Creative Kitchens Mark Smith

Cross Country Mortgage John Asseff

Darin Fisher Designer Kitchens Darin Fisher
East Coast Tees & Embroidery Steve Zubrzycki*™*
Elite Carpet Cleaning Restoration Alex Schleider
Encova Insurance Connie Marshall**

Fastsigns Kent Harwell



FHL Bank of Pittsburgh Allison Karakis
Green's LLC Brandon Moore

GTI Power Systems Jeff Gray

Harless Printing Harriet Harles

IKO Industries Matt Aldridge™*

In Stitches Embroidery Crissy Asseff

Jeff's Appliances Jay Jeffrey

Joe R. Pyle Complete Auction Taylor Ramsey
Kanawha Valley Maintenance Melissa Sigmon
Keith's Kitchens Charles Levander

Leonard’s Electric Maggie Christian

Lifetite Metal Products Steve Koepsel

Local Movers of WV Duff Dyer

Lowe’s Alicia Sanders

Maintenance Specialties Stan Miller

Montani Mechanical Group Tom Martin
Mountaineer Gas James Owrey

Neoteric Elevator Concepts Ron Rucker

Nitro Carpet Outlet & Design Center Ashley Eads
Nexstar Media Group Keely Williams

Palco Power Systems Dave Hilll

Peerless Block & Brick Bruce Loris

Pella Windows & Doors Travis Sharp
Pinnacle Consultants Greg Pauley

Pinnacle Sales Randy Seebacher

Poca Valley Bank Barbara Rucker*

QX0 Kyle Zimmerman

Renee Realty Brandon Price

Rhodes Brick & Block Chris Rhodes

Rollins, Cleavenger & Rollins Jason Staats™
Sherwin Williams Andrew Bane

Suddenly Spotless Michelle Wilson

Teays Valley Heating Air & Plumbing Trina Byrd
Three Reasons Painting & Restoration Erik Pauley
Tim Hogans Design Gallery Tracie Deweese
Truist Mitchell Foster

TTLC Merchant Solutions Stephanie Ramsey*
U.S. Bank Jessica Broyles

Water Boy Water Solutions Mike King
WesBanco Molly Savilla

WV Housing Development Fund Whitney Humphrey

Xspec Power Emily Canterbury

AFFILIATES
Alford Foundation & Crawl Space Repair Robert Cook
Alford Pest Control Logan Conn
Builders FirstSource Nick Casto
Carl Clark
Darrin Huffman
Jimmy Payne
Sam Stophel
Kenny Williams
Calendar Construction Erin Weston
Classic Construction Jon Parlier
Creative Kitchens Rob Stepp
Crede Lawn & Landscaping Dennis Crede
Cross Country Mortgage Stephanie Nauman
Design Solutions by Classic Construction Gina Chapman-Murphy
Encova Insurance Chuck Baldwin
Ferguson Enterprises Daniele Buzan
Joe Cobb
Steve D’Emidio
Russ Johnson
Katie Moskala
Dave Nelson
Julia White
In Stitches Embroidery Nickie Welsh
Joe R. Pyle Complete Auction Keith Hare
Colt McCown
Todd Short
Taylor Self
Landscaping by Hillcrest Tara Sowards
Lowe’s Deb Dearing
Patrick Curry
Fred Perry
Mr. Handyman of Kanawha Valley Travis Paxton
Nitro Carpet Outlet & Design Center Holly Hale
Bonnie Roe
Pella Windows & Doors Tyler Sharp
Poca Valley Bank Brett Payne
Rollins, Cleavenger & Rollins Abram Rhodes
Sherwin Williams Seth Greensage
WesBanco Matthew Bonar
U.S. Bank Erin Adair



Top Color Trends for 2026

Paint manufacturers have announced their colors of the year for 2026. Color experts at
Sherwin-Williams, for example, named Universal Khaki as their color of the year.

Other top choices among the neutrals include:

. Dutch Boy (Melodious Ivory)

. Minwax (Special Walnut)

. Pantone (Cloud Dancer

Selections among the more luxurious hues include:

. Graham & Brown (Divine Damson)

. Benjamin Moore (Silhouette),

. Krylon (Matte Coffee Bean),

. Clark + Kensington (Hazelnut Crunch)
. Glidden (Warm Mahogany)

Choices among trendy greens include:

. Behr (Hidden Gem),
. Dunn-Edwards (Midnight Garden) and

. Valspar (Warm Eucalyptus)
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https://www.nahb.org/nahb-community/HBAs/membership-recruitment-and-retention-pages/do-business-with-an-nahb-member?utm_source=HBANewsletter&utm_medium=Web&utm_campaign=November&utm_content=Do_Business_With_A_Member
https://www.nahb.org/nahb-community/member-benefits/networking/nahb-connect
https://www.nahb.org/blog/2025/12/2026-colors-of-the-year?utm_source=HBAnewsletter&utm_medium=Web&utm_campaign=January&utm_content=Color_Trends
https://www.nahb.org/blog/2025/12/2026-colors-of-the-year?utm_source=HBAnewsletter&utm_medium=Web&utm_campaign=January&utm_content=Color_Trends
https://www.nahb.org/blog/2025/12/2026-colors-of-the-year?utm_source=HBAnewsletter&utm_medium=Web&utm_campaign=January&utm_content=Color_Trends
https://www.nahb.org/blog/2025/12/2026-colors-of-the-year?utm_source=HBAnewsletter&utm_medium=Web&utm_campaign=January&utm_content=Color_Trends
https://www.nahb.org/nahb-community/member-benefits/savings?utm_source=HBANewsletter&utm_medium=Web&utm_campaign=November&utm_content=NAHB_Member_Savings
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